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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Please see Board decision mailed 1 5 June 201 1 . 

Election/Restrictions 

Independent claims 1 and 32 are allowable. The restriction requirement has 
been reconsidered in view of the allowability of claims to the elected invention pursuant 
to MPEP § 821 04(a). The restriction requirement is hereby withdrawn as to any 
claim that requires all the limitations of an allowable claim. Claims 14-19, 25, 27, 
29-31 , 33, and 36 are no longer withdrawn from consideration because the claim(s) 
requires all the limitations of an allowable claim. 

In view of the above noted withdrawal of the restriction requirement, applicant is 
advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or divisional application is 
anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a claim that is allowable in the present 
application, such claim may be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory 
double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. 
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Once a restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are 
no longer applicable. See In re Ziegler, 443 F.2d 1 21 1 , 1 21 5, 1 70 USPQ 1 29, 1 31 -32 
(CCPA 1 971 ). See also MPEP § 804.01 . 

Claims 1-38 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to independent claims 1 , 28, 32, and 35, the closest combination of prior art is 
Greanias et al (Greanias) USPAT 5,386,219 in view of Saif et al (Saif) USPAT 
6,583,935 B1. 

Greanias discloses in Figure 5 a touch screen comprising: a PET substrate, 90 
[col. 15, lines 40-50, matches Applicant's materials, PET, polyester (plastic), and glass; 
alternatives of Greanias]; a transparent conductor pattern, 91 [matches Applicant's 
material, ITO, disposed on the coating, the pattern leaving areas of the coating 
uncovered [parallel conductor strips, like 93, col. 17, lines 5-50]; and a filler material 
[92, adhesive, col. 17, lines 48-58 and col. 21, lines 13-25] covering and contacting both 
the transparent conductor pattern and the areas of the coating uncovered by the 
transparent conductor pattern [much the same as 96]. 
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Saif teaches the use of a coating [ silicon oxide primer layer , col. 7, line 5 through 
col. 8, line 9] having a refractive index that is less than that of the substrate and less 
than that of the transparent conductor pattern and good adhesion in order to reduce 
unwanted reflections when used as a touch panel over a display [Abstract]. 

Please note that this results in a match for all Applicant's disclosed materials and 
structure and therefore must match applicant's index of refraction limitations, because 
applicant's enabling disclosure confirms those index of refraction limitations are met by 
those materials. Matching structure will match Applicant's performance limitations. 

However, the Board found establishment of motivation to combine was somehow 
insufficient. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TIMOTHY L. RUDE whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-2301 . The examiner can normally be reached on Increased Flex Time 
Program. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nelms C. David can be reached on (571) 272-1787. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/TIMOTHY L RUDE/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2871 



